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“We view ourselves as 
translators between 
scientists and readers…
we bridge that gap” 

–New York Times Graphics Editor
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So where does cartography sit?

Cartographic Communication Model
(Board, 1967, Kolacny, 1969)
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Can translational research be a way to bridge between 
research & practical cartography?

In what ways can cartographers (research & practical) play 
a part in large collaborative efforts to solve and answer 
some of the largest questions our society is grappling with?

How can the map be a means to start conversations, a
way to communicate through design, collaborative tool, 
and a way to break down walls that divide disciplines?



Cartography (and cartographers) are well suited to make 
science more translational.

Maps are already a common method of analysis & tool for 
communication of science
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